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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS’ PROGRESS. 


An eminent veterinary authority, in an inaugural 
address at the opening of one of our schools at the 
beginning of this century, devoted much attention 
to the changes in our science and practice during 
the preceding hundred years. His remarks thereon 
were very interesting, but a review of a much shorter 
period, not exceeding the memories of many of us, 
might be made equally so. The last twenty-five 
years have brought startling changes into our every- 
day medicine and surgery, and to recount even a few 
may be suggestive. 

During that period new drugs almost without 
number have been introduced. The. value of most 
has been overstated, but some, such as adrenalin, 
are established as permanent additions to our re- 
sources. The induction of anesthesia, again, was 
rare amongst us twenty-five years ago. At that 
time a few of us were just beginning to use cocaine, 
then recently introduced into surgery; but the 
numerous present substitutes for it were unknown. 
A few also used chloroform, but the popularisation 
of general anzesthesia in our work did not take place 
till the nineties. One of the most marked changes 
of the last quarter of a century is seen in the all but 
universal adoption of anesthesia to-day. 

Equally great changes have taken place in the 
treatment of some diseases. Perhaps the most 
striking concern milk fever; for the udder treat- 
ment initiated by Schmidt, empirical though it is, 
has deprived what was the most serious sporadic 
disease of cows of nearly all its gravity. _ And, if 
the last twenty-five years have seen great advances 
in our treatment, they have seen even greater ones 
in our diagnosis. The introduction of-such tests as 
mallein and tuberculin, for instance, has revolution- 
ised our manner of dealing with those diseases. 

Many other points occur tous. Many previously 
unknown diseases have been identified, and some 
quite new fields of pathology have been opened up 
—we may cite the discovery and study of the piro- 
plasmata as illustrating both assertions. Changes 
have taken place in our attitude towards disease ; 
we pay more attention to hygiene, place less im- 
plicit reliance upon drugs, and are less apt to be- 
come slaves to routine methods, than was the case 
twenty-five years ago. A practitioner who qualified 
at that time, comparing his recollections of veteri- 
nary science and practice then with his knowledge 
of it today, will find ample food for reflection. 
One moral which can be deduced from that reflec- 
tion may be baldly stated thus—How essential it 
is for every working practitioner to keep abreast 
with our professional progress, and how dreadfully 
“behind the times” it is posssible for a man of 


MULTIPLICATION OF VETERINARY 
DIPLOMAS. 


By Henry GRAY, M.R.C.V.S. 


The Fellowship Degree Committee of the 
R.C.V.S. has resolved to recommend :— 

“(1) That the regulations governing the Fellow- 
ship Diploma be revised, and that a Diploma be 
instituted in Veterinary Public Health ; 

(2) That a further Supplementary Charter be 
applied for for the purpose inter alia of carrying 
out the above recommendation.” 

From the discussion that followed on the matter 
one gleans that the College is apparently deter- 
mined on granting a further diploma as soon as it 
has obtained the legal power to do so. 

Personally I do not consider we require an addi- 
tional diploma to those we already have. The 
Fellowship Diploma is not much sought after, and 
has not proved of any value to its holders unless 
they be in the army or are seeking a position of 
examiner for the membership of R.C.V.S.—it is not 
necessary for the Fellowship degree. Any improve- 
ment in the course of instruction or method of 
examination for the Fellowship without giving its 
holder some beneficial or material privilege or 
power would not induce men to go in for it more 
in the future than in the past. Its value, however, 
would greatly increase so that it should be sought 
after as a degree qualifying for a public service if 
it embodied the subject of Veterinary Public Health. 
For practitioners who wished to specialize in the 
study of a particular branch of veterinary medicine 
or surgery other than Public Veterinary Hygiene a 
Fellowship Diploma could embody the subject of 
the special study. I outlined this scheme in a paper 
on Veterinary Education, Ante and Post Graduate 
which I had the honour of presenting to the Buxton 
meeting (1905) of the National Veterinary Associa- 
tion. Before that time and since I have referred tothe 
same subject. Prof. Harold Woodruff has since, 
also, on more than one occasion introduced and dis- 
cussed the same subject. His and my own views 
are almost in agreement. His outspoken and 
replete paper appearing in The Veterinary Record of 
Jan. 4th, 1913, deserves serious consideration. 

In my opinion the findings of the Committee on 
Public Veterinary Services will not solve the pro- 
blem of practical veterinary education but only 
confuse the issue by allowing numerous men to 
enter our profession without a thorough knowledge 
of animals in health and in disease, which can on 

be obtained by being constantly in contact with 
living and dead animals in the cowshed, stable, 





scarcely middle age to be if he does not! 
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than by being almost always in an objectless|last one, viz. the nature of the essential substanes 





lecture theatre. Rather than induce Bachelors or|in the allied acid-fast bacilli necessary for the growth 

Doctors of Science without practical acquaint-|of Johne’s bacillus, the possibility of growi 

ance of the domestic animals to enter our ranks,|Johne’s bacillus on the bovine type of tubercle 

we had far better induce diplomated agriculturists| bacillus as well as on the human type, the possi- 
i 


and medical men whose knowledge should be|b 


ility of acclimatising Johne’s bac 


us to grow 





















comparatively of greater value than that of} without the presence of the dead bodies or extracts 
the former to enter our schools. Neither pro-|of allied acid-fast bacilli, Johne’s bacillus with special 
posed scholarships nor other bribes will obtain | reference to the growth on the surface of fluid media, 
for the Public Services the class of man it should|the possibility of communicating the disease to 
require, although it may lead up to many soft|animals other than bovines, and vaccines with 
jobs for a lot of mediocrities. As it is now, I firmly | special reference to a reliable and specific diagnostic 
elieve there are numerous young men already in|reagent. The details of the paper are highly in- 
the profession who are quite competent, or who|teresting and in many directions suggestive, espe- 
could and would make themselves competent for the|cially perhaps with regard to the possibility of 
Public Veterinary Services if only a proper salary, | acclimatising Johne’s bacillus, and the transmission 
security of tenure, and a pension suitable for a pro-|of the disease to animals other than cattle. Tp 
fessional man, were forthcoming. Our men are|the latter connection it may be mentioned that 
good enough for South Africa, India and other of | the authors experimentally infected two young goats, 
our possessions, where microbial diseases are more} one by intra-peritoneal and the other by intravenous 


varied and more numerous, and they should be good 


inoculation of pure cultures. From this faet they 


enough for present positions in this country where} conclude that the case of apparent Johne’s disease 
the microbial diseases are less varied and fewer in|observed by Stockman in a sheep was probably 
frequency. Weare becoming a bureaucratic country, | actually caused by Johne's bacillus. They have 
destroying initiative and reducing energy to its|now experimentally inoculated two sheep, but the 
minimum—everybody is seeking soft jobs but by] results are still undetermined. 


losing his individual independence or freedom. But 
let us wait and see the result of the findings of that] t 
anomalous or unique Committee without veterinary 


At the end of the paper the authors summarise 
heir conclusions as follows :— 
(1) Bacillus Phlei, used in preparing media for 


representatives in its constitution—the Committee on | growing Johne’s bacillus, can be grown in such a 
Public Veterinary Services. Was this position due|manner as to contain very little of the substance 
to the apathy or lack of initiative on the part ofour|on which the growth of Johne’s bacillus depends, 
Council? If so it is quite time it was displaced by | This “essential substance” forms only a small part 


a younger generation of men who possess more pro- 


of an alcoholic extract of Bacillus Phlei. Johne's 


gressive ideas suitable for the age. This is an age| bacillus will not grow on media containing the wax 
for active youth rather than conservative senility,| separated out from the extract nor on media con- 
which is too often afraid to move. We really| taining the fatty acids. 


require a leader of the Fleming type. 








ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS.|! 





FurTHER EXPERIMENTS UPON JOHNE’S BaciILuus. 


Messrs. F. W. Twort, M.R.c.s., L.R.c.P., and G. L. 
Y. Ingram, m.R.c.v.s., have recently published 
(Centralbl. f. Bakteriologie, u. S.W.) an account of 


(2) Johne’s bacillus may grow slightly on media 


containing certain strains of tubercle bacilli having 
bovine characters, and it is probable that the 
“essential substance’”’ which is present in the 


numan type of tubercle bacillus may also be present 


to a slight extent in the bovine type, although the 
bovine type never makes an efficient medium. 


(3) After growing outside the animal for 


over a year one strain of Johne’s bacillus has 
acclimatised to grow slowly on glycerine liver broth 
without the presence of the dead bodies or extracts 


their continued researches upon Johne’s disease and | of other acid-fast bacilli. 


its bacillus. It will be remembered that the same 
workers, in a paper published early last year (see 


(4) At the time of publication of our second 


paper only one strain of Johne’s bacillus showed 


V.R. of April 20. 1912, page 658), described media| surface growth on fluid media containing extracts 


in which they had succeeded in cultivating Johne’s| of other acid-fast bacilli. 
the remaining strains have commenced to show 


bacillus, and also reported the successful inoculation 


More recently several of 


of the disease into cattle and the preparation of| film growth on such media. 


vaccines. The essential constituent of their media 


consisted of the dead bodies of allied acid-fast bacilli, | goats as well as in bovines, and it is probable that 
other horned animals can take the infection. 


or various alcoholic, glycerine, or other extracts 
obtained from such bacilli. A good formula for 


such a medium is egg (75 c.c.), 0°85 per cent. Na Cl| pared by growing the bacillus in a fluid 
21 c.c.), glycerine (4 c.c.), and dried killed Bacillus 

hlei (Timothy grass bacillus) one gramme. Their] tubercle bacillus is not specific but, as we pe 
results have since been confirmed by Holth, work- | out in a former paper, will also give a reaction 
ing in Copenhagen. In their present paper they 
deal with a variety of questions mentioned in their 








(5) Johne’s bacillus can produce the disease im 


(6) A diagnostic vaccine for Johne’s disease 


containing the dead bodies or extracts of the humat 
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medium, Johne’s bacillus will grow better, and a 
diagnostic vaccine can be obtained which is both 
efficient and sufficiently specific for practical pur- 

_ Moreover, Johne’s bacillus has recentl 
started to grow on ordinary glycerine liver broth 
without the presence of other acid-fast bacilli, and 
a comparatively weak vaccine prepared from the 
culture has produced a definite rise of temperature 
in a bovine suffering from Johne's disease, 

In future it should be possible to prepare a sufli- 
ciently strong diagnostic vaccine by growing the 
bacillus on glycerine liver broth or on glycerine 
beef broth as is done in the preparation of Koch’s 
tuberculin. 

Ina positive reaction the rise of temperature 
usually occurs between the third and ninth hour 
and may be accompanied by profuse diarrhea. 


CotLorpaL SuLPHUR (CoLLOTHIOL). 


Sulphur, in its metalloid state, is of constant but 
limited use in therapeutics. It may be either given 
orally or applied externally, but its employment by 
hypodermic injection is as yet hardly realised. 

chamel, L. Lépinay, and E.- Lépinay have 
made a series of observations upon the action of 
Colloidal sulphur (also called Collothiol), and report 
(Revue de Pathologie Comparée) their results. 

Colloidal sulphur exists in various degrees of con- 
centration. One variety contains 50 centigrammes 
and another 4 grammes of sulphur in the litre. 
Both these varieties contain the sulphur in the pure 
condition, and the solution is isotonic, sterile, and 
injectable. The injection does not cause pain, no 
inflammatory reaction is produced, and nodules are 
never observed. 

The authors have experimented with regard to 
the toxicity of the drug upon the rabbit. In rabbits 
having an average weight of 2 kilogrammes (nearly 
44 Ib.), one may daily inject 5 c.c. of the weaker 
solution (50 centigrammes to the litre) intravenously 
for twenty consecutive days without observing any 
toxic symptom. One rabbit received a series of 
twenty-seven injections, repeated daily, of the 
stronger solution (4 grammes in the litre). This 
animal commenced to waste, and ‘then showed 
paralysis of the posterior part of the body. 

The experiments were then repeated upon dogs, 
both large and small animals being used. In no 
case was any symptom of intoxication observed, 
though some dogs received altogether 60 c.c. intra- 
venously. 

The intravenous injections were made in the 
external saphena vein, and the hypodermic injec- 
tions upon the external aspect of the thigh. No 
induration in the region of the puncture appeared 
after the injections, and no alteration or thrombosis 
of the saphena vein was produced. At the tenth 
Injection the veins were as elastic and as permeable 
as at the first. After the injection the dogs showed 
a slight elevation of temperature, varying from 
fractions of a degree to one degree (Centigrade), but 
this hyperthermia was only transient. 

The authors have also tested the drug thera- 
peutically, and draw the following conclusions from 
their first attempts at treatment with it. 





In cases of eczema with or without ulceration, in 
pruritis, and in erythema, injections of colloidal 
sulphur have always produced a well-marked ameli- 
oration. The majority of the patients have been 
cured by this as the sole treatment. 

In cases of parasitic skin disease, whether due to 
demodices or sarcoptes, the intravenous or hypo- 
dermic injections are not sufficient alone. External 
treatment is also necessary, and when the injections 
were combined with this they manifestly hastened 
the cicatrisation of the lesions and stimulated the 
growth of the hair. 

Therefore, in acute or chronic dermatoses, whether 
provoked by external circumstances or governed by 
a diathesic or constitutional condition, colloidal 
sulphur ameliorates or cures the lesions—perhaps 
by modifying the diathesic condition, perhaps by 
local action upon the eliminative functions of the 
skin. 

The authors advise that the treatment should 
comprise at least five injections, one injection being 
given every two or three days. In serious cases, 
as many as ten injections may be given ; but at the 
end of that time, if a complete recovery has not 
been obtained, it is necessary to wait for a few 
days before commencing a fresh series of injections. 
In this manner absolutely all danger of intoxication 
or accumulation is avoided.—(Annales de Méd. Vét.) 

W. R. C. 

(The following are also given as suitable doses : 
2 c.c. for small dogs, 3 to 4 ¢.c. for medium sized, 
and 5 c.c. for large ones ; but it is not clear whether 
these quantities refer to the stronger or weaker of 
the two solutions. Neither is the firm preparing 
this injectable solution of sulphur given.—Transl. 








VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND 


The quarterly meeting of Council was held at 10 Red 
Lion Square, London, on Thursday, January 9th at 
5o’clock. Present: Messrs. W. Freeman Barrett, Pre- 
sident, in the chair: J. Dunstan, Hugh A. MacOor- 
mack, G. A. Banham, 8. Slocock, F. Hobday, H. 
Sumner, W. Burt, and W. Shipley, Secretary. 

The minutes of the last meeting as published in 7'he 
Veterinary Record were adopted. 

The Sxcretary then read the following report : 

Gentlemen,—As you are aware, owing to the alteration 
in the ending of our financial year, passed at the meet- 
ing in Dublin, we have only nine months to deal with. 
I should also point out that as subscriptions are due on 
January Ist of each year, I have had only a few arrears 
of old subscriptions. The remainder of our income and 
expenditure has been from new subscribers, and interest 
from invested funds plus the accrued balance of last 

ear. 
2 Since the publication of our annual balance sheet we 
have received : 


Interest and dividends £67 O 4 
Outstanding subscriptions 513 6 
New subscriptions 59 5 0 
New donations 64 12 OU 
One Life Member 10 10 O 


These two latter sums must be invested (Rule 4) and 
are not available for present use. 
We have increased the grants to our recipients in the 
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cases of Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Gibson, and Mrs. Barford, to 
10/- per week. We also increased the grant to a similar 
sum to Mr. Grinton, who unfortunately lived only a 
short time to enjoy it. 

Fresh grants of 10/- per week were made to Miss Hor- 

ton towards the education of her brother’s children, and 
5/-_ per week to Mrs. Porter. 
- The grants to those entitled to Old Age Pensions have 
been re-organised in order that they should receive the 
full benefit of these pensions. Through the liberality of 
friends at Xmastide, each of these has, through the 
authority of the Finance Committee, had little neces- 
saries provided. I have been able to get friends who 
who know of the condition of these poor old souls all 
over 83 years, to administer a present of £2 each to 
them for absolute necessities. We are indebted to 
these gentlemen for their trouble and kindness in 
carrying out this work. I feel sure you will wish me to 
thank them. 

I am unable to present the annual balance sheet 
audited, but I had a rough draft prepared. Our total 
income for the past nine months has been £135 10s. 6d. 
Our expenditure has been £205 3s.1d. in monthl 
grants and expenses, leaving a deficiency of £69 12s. 7d. 
which has been met by our accumulated surplus on in- 
come account, thereby reducing that figure from 
£103 15s. 9d. to £34 3s. 2d. 

This is the only amount we have to carry on with 
until the new subscriptions come in. Now that we have 
got over the trouble of a nine months financial year, we 
should be able to make more satisfactory progress in 
our estimates. 

I would suggest that we increase our present grants 
to all the widows in receipt of relief to a sum of 10/- 
per week. I feel sure you will with me that no 
one of them should have less, and that in cases where 
there are children dependent we should, in the near 
future, endeavour to make a grant of so much per child. 
At present, however, this must be for consideration only. 

or the future year I estimate our expenditure at 
£350, made up of grants to our present recipients: 9 at 
10/- per week, £234, 2 fresh applicants, both of whom I 
strongly recommend to you, £52. This makes a sum of 
£286. Old Age Pensioners £22 16s., and Incidental 
expenses, postages, etc., at £41 4s. 

estimate our Income on the supposition that all our 
old subscribers continue, I have every reason to think 
they will, for I feel sure you have demonstrated to them 
the ~ ry necessity to support our Fund, and also I 
think that now the need is shown, many will seriously 
consider if they should not increase their present sub- 
even 5 I anticipate as the result of our work a 
further increase in the subscribers. If these happy con- 
ditions occur we should have an Income of £345 made 
up of Annual Subscriptions £248 16s. ; Interest and 
Dividends £96 7s. 6d. ; Plus increase of old subscriptions 
and new subscribers to meet deficiency. 

I most urgently appeal to all members of the Council, 
and subscribers to our Fund to do their utmost to bring 
before the members of the profession the work we are 
doing, in order that we may induce them to help and 
increase our efficiency. 

May I suggest that we increase the grants to Mrs. 

, Mrs. Muir, and Mrs. Porter to 10/- per week 
each. There are letters to confirm my opinion that these 
are deserving our support. ——— for relief have 
been received from Mrs. Rod. Howard and Mrs. Irvin 
Roberts. [ have letters and recommendatious for your 
consideration, and strongly recommend that a similar 
grant be made in each of these cases. 

Letters of gratitude have been received from all our 
old recipients. Thanks to the consideration of the 
Finance Committee our —— were posted on the 
23rd December instead of 28th December, in order that 
the grant might be available for Xmas. I have made 





ee 


frequent inquiries in all old cases, and am assured that 
in each case our grant is urgently required. 

Four votes are available for the London Orphanage 
Asylum. As we have no one to present I woul 
that if any member of the Ps ession is inte he 
should apply to me at once, failing that I will return to 
the Secretary for distribution with a request for favour- 
~ ae if we have — ? the future. 

wi ou correspondence from the Cen 
Veterinary Medical Society in Ireland and hope = 
will decide to appoint the Advisory Committee selected, 
Perhaps in the near future we can have similar gub- 
Committees in Scotland and Wales. 

I think we should endeavour to increase the too slow 
but steady work we are doing. I am aware that there 
are many sad cases of distress that do not come to our 
notice, and it is only by the assistance of the Veteri 
Press, to whom I am personally much indebted for 
valuable help, that we can bring to every member of the 
Profession the urgency of our appeal. 

Unfortunately we are at present unable to let the 
wives and children of the members of the profession 
know of our existence ; could we do so, much suffering 
and distress could be relieved. 

It is to be hoped members of the Fund will remit 
their subscriptions at their earliest opportunity, By 
— this some expense in the way of postages may be 
saved. 

Let me take this opportunity to wish all prosperity to 
the members and to the Fund for the New Yon: ’ 

It was resolved to confirm the action of the Finance 
Committee in making a Xmas Grant to the old age 
pensioners and the Secretary was requested to write and 
thank the friends who had administered the money. 

It was proposed by Mr. Sumner, and seconded by 
Mr. Slocock, that the grant to Mrs. Barcham be in- 
creased to a ong week. In the cases of Mrs. Muir and 
Mrs. Porter the grants to be continued as before; 
further inquiries to be made. 

In fresh applications for relief, in one case it was con- 
sidered desirable to obtain a doctor’s report as to the 
inability to work when, if satisfactory, a grant not 
exceeding 10/- per week be made. 

In another case, asa grant of 5/- per week had already 
been made by the Benevolent and Defence Society, a 

nt of 5/- per week was ordered, on the proposition of 
Mr. Sumner, and seconded by Mr. Slocock. Further 


enquiries to be continued. 

the Secretary was instructed to return the voting 
Asylum, and request 
that this action should be considered in case of an appli- 
cation by the Council for support in some future case 
on behalf of the Fund. 

Correspondence was read from the Central Veterinary 


papers to the London Orphana 


Medical iety of Ireland referring to the appointment 
of a Sub-Committee in Ireland, “for the consideration 
and recommendation of apepeeiiens for relief and the 
furtherance of the objects of the fund in Ireland. 

The Council felt grateful for the help and considera 
tion of that Society, and were p to appoint on 
their recommendation Messrs. J. A. Thompson, ea 
P. J. Howard, Ennis; J. F. Healy, Midleton; P.D. 
Reavy, Bundoran ; and Prof. O‘Connor, Dublin. The 
Secretary was instructed to send all necessary papers 
and the particulars of these cases of relief at 
in that country. The Council viewed with great 
the increase of support received from Ireland, and hope 
eventually to have a similar Committee of recommen- 
dation appointed to further the cause of the Fund. 


New Susscrisers, Sept. To Dec. 1912. 


£ 8 
Wilkinson, H. W., Dublin lo 6 
Runciman, Thos., Ely 10 6 
Reavy, P. D., Bundoran, Ireland 


10 6 
Atkinson, T.8., Douglas, I.O.M. 1 1 
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Johnston, ‘ x. Belfast 10 

hew, H., Epsom 1 
yoy W., Stcke-on-Trent 10 
Edmondson, W., Harrogate — 10 
Tipper, L.C., Moseley, Birmingham 10 
Walpole, H., Whixley, Yorks. 10 
Hare, J.B. A., Navan, Co. Meath ll 
Winter, E. C., Limerick 10 
North of Ireland V.M.A. 2 2 
Thompson, J. A., Lurgan, Ireland 10 
Edwards, E. R., Board of Agriculture 10 


Donations. 


Anon, B.S., London 
Ebbitt, R., Oldcastle, Ireland 
Spreull, re Scottish C.V.M.S. 
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Anon. ; 
Begg, Hugh, Hamilton 
Whicher, A., Bexhill-on-Sea 
Grigson, Geo., Downham Market 
West, E. A., London 
Caton, H. W. 
Life Member— : 
Young, Wm. Jackson, Edinburgh 
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SOUTH EASTERN. 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


The first annual meeting was held at the County 
Hotel, Canterbury, on Wednesday, January 15th. Prior 
to the general meeting of members a meeting of veteri- 
nary inspectors was held, at which ‘there were present : 
Messrs. James Crowhurst (F), Canterbury, President ; 
W. H. Crowhurst (F), Canterbury; Ernest Morgan, 
Faversham ; T. F. Hogben, Ash ; H. P. Hogben, Folke- 
stone; E. Lyne Dixson, Margate; George Fordham, 
Ashford ; and Theo. C. Toope, Dover, Hon. Sec. and 
Treas 


The Hon. Sec. said they were aware that a committee 
was appointed to reconsider the ane of mileage 
granted by the Kent County Council, it being considered 
that the fee was not quite reasonable, inasmuch as the 
County Council had reduced it instead of increasing it. 
The Committee requested him to ask the Kent County 
Council to improve and alter the scale of fees, and he 
wrote the following letter on Nov. 11th, in accordance 
with these instructions :— 


34 High Street Dover, Nov. 11. 
Re Veterinary Inspectors’ Fees. 


H. B. Prosser, Esq. 

Dear Sir,—The Committee of the South Eastern 
Veterinary Association met on Wednesday last to dis- 
cuss the amended scale of fees and allowances to Veteri- 
nary Inspectors of the County Council, and they con- 
sidered it fairly satisfactory, with one marked exception, 
viz., the mileage allowance, which they consider entirely 
unsatisfactory in its present form. They wish me to 
point out to the Committee of the Kent County Council 
that instead of giving the increased fee asked for, viz., 
1/- per mile one way, they have actually reduced the 
mileage allowance from “9d. to 4d.” in the case of a 
three mile journey, and it is not untila journey of eight 
miles out has been accomplished that the allowance 
becomes equal to the old scale, and the vast majority of 
Journeys are much shorter than this. The use of the 
word “nil” effects this. 

We cannot think this can be the intention of the 
Committee. We feel this explanation will be sufficient 
for its rectification, and that on their reconsideration 
of the matter we shall be allowed the terms we ask with- 
outexemption clause for the first two miles.—Yours 
faithfully, Tuxo. C. Toorr, Hon. Sec. 


Sessions House, Maidstone. Nov. 12. 
Veterinary Inspectors’ Fees. 

Dear Sir,—Your application of the 11th November 
was considered by the Kent Local Authority at its 
meeting yesterday, but they could not see their way to 
grant your Association’s application for one shilling per 
mile one way irrespective TP distance travelled. hey, 
however, decided that the travelling expenses otherwise 
than by railway should be one shilling per mile one way 
but that no allowance would be made for travelling ex- 
penses when the place visited is within two miles of the 
residence or place of business of the Inspector. 

The scale (of which I enclose a copy) has been amended 
<a and prints will be forwarded to each of the 
County Veterinary ae sy eS faithfully, 

. B. Prosser, 
Clerk of the Kent County Council. 

Theo. C. Toope, Esq., M.R.C.v.8. 


So far as they knew, that matter had been put on a 
more or less satisfactory footing. Further, he might 
say that prior to last July he was asked by a large 
number of veterinary societies to introduce that matter 
to the various Counties through the medium of the 
National Council, the veterinary inspectors in some 
counties being in a very bad way and some in a worse 
pesition than they themselves were in Kent. He 
attended, and got a resolution through, the National 
Society asking him to bring the matter forward at the 
first meeting of the Council, which ‘he did some little 
while ago. Their President (Mr. Crowhurst) and him- 
self attended as their delegates, and he was ordered to 
make full enquiry into the condition of the veterinary 
inspection throughout the kingdom. Having made 
those enquiries a Council meeting was called, and the 
subject was brought forward and a draft scheme was 
amare’, A Committee was appointed by the Council 
and their President (Mr. Crowhurst) was elected Chair- 
man, and he (Mr. Toope) was appointed secretary. The 
Committee met and discussed the list of fees in use in 
the various counties, and they drew up a list of fees that 
the delegates from the various counties considered the 
right and proper thing to ask for. It varied a little from 
their own, but it practically amounted to what they had 
asked from their own County Council, and which they 
did not get quite, but with which they were more or less 
satisfied. 

He wasasked to send acircular letter to the secretaries 
and presidents of the Veterinary Associations and the 
following was a copy of the letter he sent :— 


National Veterinary Association. 
34 High Street, Dover, Nov. 26. 


Re Veterinary Inspectors’ Fees. 


Dear Sir,—At a meeting of Council of the N.V.A. 
held in London on the 23rd inst., a resolution moved 
by me at the last general meeting in Manchester, on 
this subject, was considered. A Sub-Committee was 
formed, with Mr. James Crowhurst, F.R.C.Vv.S., as its 
Chairman, and myself as Secretary, to fully enquire into 
the matter and report thereon to the Council, with a 
view to its being in a position to assist in obtaining 
commensurate remuneration for services rendered under 
the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Acts when and where 
suchas sistance may berequired. In order to effectually do 
this it is necessary that the fees allowed by each Count 
should be tabulated for comparison, and the Council 
have thought fit to take the revised scale of the Kent 
County Council as a satisfactory basis for that purpose. 
You will render great assistance to the Committee by 
filling up the detachable form and forwarding it to me 
on or before December 4th next. 





The Sub-Committee meet at the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, 20 Red Lion Square, on the 11th 
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December, at 3.30 p.m., to further consider the matter 
and as time is necessary to tabulate, print, and circulate 
the replies received, may I ask your prompt assistance. 
—Yours faithfully, 

Teo. C. ToorPe. M.R.C.V.S. 

That showed how far they had gone. On the previous 
Wednesday the full Council met and accepted with 
slight amendment the list of fees as drafted by the 
National Society’s sub-committee. One slight alteration 
suggested was that in all cases where a microscopical 
investigation was necessary a fee of 10/6 should be 
allowed. That was inserted in order to meet with any 
disease that might crop up in future such as cases of 
abortion, where microscopical investigation was neces- 
sary. So far that was the history of the movement. 

The next had to consider their own scale of fees, and 
he had received letters from Mr. Guildford, of Lympne, 
Mr. Hogben, Folkestone, with regard to the ordinary 
visit which did not seem to be quite understood. 

Mr. Hogben wrote to him on several occasions on the 
same question, but he (Mr. Toope) thought he had made 
the point pretty clear now. 

He had received a letter, too, from Mr. Fordham, but 
he did not think he need read it because it was more 
complimentary to him than it should have been. 
(Laughter.) hat had been done was not a personal 
matter. It was not work done by the Secretary but 
work done by the Society. 

The questions they had to consider were very few. The 
first matter to deal with was as to the conditions about 
charging 5/0 allowance for market inspection. 

The PRESIDENT said the committee appointed by the 
National Society paid him the compliment of asking 
him to take the chair. He explained to the meeting 
that their first appeal to the Kent County Council was 
to make a charge of so much per day for market in- 
spection, as Mr. Fordham, himself, and others felt it 
was somewhat of a tax on one’s conscience to put down 
so much per hour for so many hours when he knew he 
could not afford to give his time at 2/6 an hour for the 
actual time employed, in fact he made it known that 
they were charging for more hours than they actually 

ut in. To avoid that unpleasantness they wanted to 
paid so much for a half day’s work, and so much for 
aday. Taking the day as eight hours, and the half day 
as four hours, the National thought it right they should 
receive one guinea for a half day and two guineas for a 
day for market inspection, as that would do away with 
charging so much per hour like a labourer who was paid 
by the hour. The 5/0, he thought, they thrashed out 
was not to be charged for market inspection, seeing that 
they charged their time from the time they left their 
lace of business and if they received the 5/0 they would 
receiving double. The charge of 5/0 applied when 
they had to go to a case of glanders, for instance, when 
they earned nothing until they got to the premises where 
the outbreak was. 

Mr. H. P. Hocpen asked whether the 5/0 was to be 
charged in addition to the fee of £3 3s. 

Rg PRESIDENT : Yes, if you have to drive four or five 
miles. 

Mr. Hogsen: I did not know whether the £3 3s. 
was inclusive. 

The SecRETARY said the 5/0 represented pay for time 
on the journey and not applied knowledge. 

Mr. oh MoreGay asked when the charge of one guinea 

was to be made for a special visit ordered by the local 
authority, as he thought every visit was a special one. 

The SECRETARY said it was generally understood that 

that fee was intended to cover a visit when there was 
some matter of dispute between an owner and an in- 
spector. That was the feeling at the National as to the 
fee of one guinea. 


between diseases that were dangerous. 
the Council contended that they should have the same 
fee for mange as for glanders, but he (Mr. Crowhurst 
ig out that the ee was very different, = 


os same fee for attending cases of mange as they did 
or 


ficates, but they could not expect to be 
for each certificate and likewise receive t 
worked out at 5/- an hour. 





Mr. H. P. Hoapen asked which fee would apply in 


the case of mange. 


The PrestDENT replied that that was a separate 


matter. 


Mr. k. Lyne Drxson said he understood that eth 


charged a fee of £3 3s. in the case of mange they 
not charge the 5/0 as well as mileage. 


The PRESIDENT said he wanted them to distinguish 
Mr. Shipley on 


r. Shipley agreed and withdrew his contention. 
Mr. Forpuam said he did not think they could ¢ 


landers. 
The PRESIDENT agreed and said it would be seen that 


there was not a very great deal of difference between 
7. scale of fees recommended from the National and 
theirs. 
County Council again, but they had best wait until the 
National had bronght their list to the general meeting. 
They in Kent did not want to have to do all the hard 
work, and they did not want their County Council to 
think they wanted to press them unduly. He believed 
if the meeting fell in with what had been done they 
stood on good terms with the County Council. 
seen the Chairman of the County Council committee 
since, and he was delighted to think he had done so 
much for the veterinary profession. 


He did not think they wished to approach their 


He had 


The SEcRETARY read a telegram from Mr. Guildford 


stating he could not be present. 


Mr. H. P. HocBeEn referred to the certificates given at 


market, and asked whether they were expected to charge 
a shilling per certificate. 


The SEcRETARY read an extract from a letter from 


Mr. Howie, of Aberdeen :— 


“JT think you score over us in the matter of fees in 


every particular but one, viz. the fee for clerical work, 
Re 


each. 
5/- ; this makes up for some of the deficiencies in our 


scale.” 


You get 1/- where we get 2/6 


rts, Licenses, etc. 
I granted 


This is not a small matter; last week 


Mr. W. H. Crownurst said in the city of Canterbury 


they were formerly paid a shilling for signing -erti- 
ficates, but it had been knocked off, and the matter had 
been put in the hands of the police. 


Mr. ForpHAM said they had nothing to do with certi- 
hes a shilli 
eir £2, whi 


Mr. T. F. HoGBen agreed with Mr. Fordham. 
Mr. Forpuam said he could not complete his market 


inspection in four hours as the stock did not come in fast 


enough. Often stock kept dribbling in when he hos 
he had done. He charged for eight hours, his 


being the third largest pig market in England. 


The SEcRETARY said the next business was to drafta 


reply to the Kent County Council. 


fr. Drxson said he thought the Kent County Couneil 
had met them in a very generous manner and he 
they ought to show their appreciation of what they 
done. It was with very much pleasure that he proposed 
a letter be sent to the County Council thanking them 
for the kind consideration they had given them as& 
deputation when considering their requests, and stating 


that they fully appreciated all they had done for them. — 






































































The Secretary said he thought they might point ‘= : 


in the letter that the County Council’s action had 
brought before the Council of the National Associat 
and that the National Council had accepted the K 
list of fees as a basis for reconstructing the list of fees 
paid to veterinary inspectors throughout the country. 

Mr. Drxson agreed that this should be done, ~ 
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Mr. H. P. Hoesen asked whether it was worth while 


to send a fresh application to the County Council. 


The PRESIDENT said the National Society would con- 
sider the question of fees, as would also other associa- 
tions, and if they found they had come to a unanimous 
conclusion they could, if necessary, make a further ap- ” ” 

ication to the Kent mpcsey Seager ge who he did not ” ” 

em on the same terms as 
other counties, but the Kent County Council had met 
them generously, and he did not think they should go 


think would hesitate to put t 


further in the matter at the present moment. ve 
Mr. T. F. HoaBen seconded Mr. Dixson’s proposition. 


Mr. Drxson said whatever was done in the future 


For inspection and report at veterinary surgeons’ 
establishment :— 


Horses under the value of £20 ut 5s. Od. 
Horses valued from £20 to £35 sie 7s. 6d. 
£35 to £50 10s. 6d. 
£50 to £75 15s. Od. 

o a £75 upward ol? Oi Ga, 
Cattle per head up to 3 animals eb 5s. Od. 
Cattle after the first 3animals 2s. 6d. 
Post-mortem examinations and report 21s. Od. 
Special report on accident, illness, death, 10s. 6d. 


For visits to owners’ establishment, mileage, at the 


would not interfere with what the County Council had | Tate of one shilling per mile (one way) to be charged in 


already done. They thanked them for what they had 
done with a hope for favours to come. 

The SECRETARY suggested he should send to the Kent 
County Council a copy of the new scale of fees prepared 
by the National Society. This was agreed to. 


GENERAL MEETING. 


The general meeting of members followed, when there 
were present Mr. James Crowhurst, Canterbury, Pre- 
sident : Prof. Wooldridge, London ; Messrs. J. B. Martin 
Strood ; Elmer Ebbetts, Rochester ; George Fordham, 
Ashford ; T. Hibbard, Gillingham ; E. Lyne Dixson, 
Margate; G. W. Dunkin, 7. H. Crowhurst, Major 
W. B. Edwards, a.v.s., Canterbury ; 4. M. Richardson, 
Deal ; H. P. Hogben, Folkestone ; T. F. Hogben, Ash ; 
E. Morgan, Faversham ; and Theo. C. Toope, Dover, 
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer. 

Twenty-six letters of apology for non-attendance were 
also received, and nineteen telegrams. 

The minutes of the last meeting, which were taken as 
read, were adopted. 

Messrs. CHARLES MoraGan, of Nonington, and F. C. 
GotpEN, of Folkestone, were elected members of the 
Association, on the proposition of the Hon.Sec., seconded 
by Mr. T. F. Hogben. 

The PRESIDENT said it was most important that each 
one of them should try to induce every member of the 
profession round about to belong to that Society, be- 
cause as they knew union is strength. They could do 
more by numbers than they could individually. They 
knew they could do little individually, but it had been 
evidenced by the deputation that went to Maidstone 
that united they could accomplish a great deal for the 
profession. 

The Secretary read a letter from Mr. Charles Roberts 
regretting his inability to attend in consequence of the 
serious illness of his father. 

The PRESIDENT said as soon as he heard that Mr. 
Roberts was ill he wrote a letter expressing the regret of 
the members of the Association, and the hope that he 
would have a speedy recovery. (Hear, hear). As they all 
knew, Mr. Roberts had been of considerable help to their 
Association and they all appreciated his labours. (App.) 
He was one of the deputation that went Maidstone and 
he had the great satisfaction of knowing that they accom- 
plished so much. 

The Hon. Szc. announced that the Committee dul 
appointed at the last meeting met at the County Hotel, 

anterbury, on Nov. 6th, for the purpose of considering 

the question of fees received from insurance companies 
for the inspection of animals about to be insured. The 
members of the Committee present were Messrs. James 
Crowhurst, T. F. Hogben, W. H. Crowhurst, E. Lyne 
Dixson, T. Hibbard, and Richard Roberts, and himself. 
They thoroughly discussed the question of insurance 
fees and drew up a scale that they thought more or 
less adequate to their requirements, as re cal : 


“Proposed scale of fees to veterinary surgeons for 


addition to the above fees. . : 
It is proposed to bring the above scale into operation 
as early as possible in the coming year.” 


His instructions were to submit that scale of fees to 
the various Veterinary Medical Societies. This he had 
done, and had received replies from a number of them, 
The following societies have sent approving of the move- 
ment, and most of them of the suggested list of fees :— 
The Royal Counties, Central, Lincolnshire, Southern 
Counties, Durham and North Yorkshire, Midland, 
Yorkshire, North of Ireland, and the Veterinary Medical 
Association of Ireland. That was a total of nine alto- 
ther. He had received replies from nearly every other 
Society stating that they were bringing the matter before 
their next meeting. Soom of the replies were very 
interesting. One or two had stated they did not quite 
agree with the scale, but agreed entirely with the 

rinciple. He had explained to them that the list had 
~ rawn up as a basis and that they did not neces- 
sarily adhere to it as final. The Veterinary Medical 
Association of Ireland passed a resolution to the effect 
“That the action of the South Eastern Veterinary Asso- 
ciation be approved by the Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion of Ireland who promise their full support.” The 
knew with what success they had dealt with the veteri- 
nary inspectors’ fees, and he believed by adopting a 
somewhat strong position they would be equally success- 
ful with regard to the insurance companies’ fees. In 
order to put the matter in order for discussion he begged 
to Progen that the scale prepared by the Committee 
specia Wy species for the ; naan be adopted. 
Mr. T. HreparpD seconde 
The PRESIDENT said they attended the National in 
London, discussing those fees, and they found the 
general tenour.was in agreement with them with some 
slight variation of opinion, which of course there always 
would be, but he took it that on the whole they were in 
accord, If the National suggested anyalteration he hadno 
doubt the South Eastern Association would fall into 
line because he looked upon the National as the most 
important thing before the whole profession, and if they 
gave it their support they could make it a great power. 
There was some discussion regarding the acceptance 
of agencies to insurance companies by members of the 
veterinary profession, and some felt strongly that they 
should not accept agencies. Of course in that matter 
they must show a little latitude—it was a matter for 
each member to deal with personally. It must rest 
with themselves. Taken on the general principle the 
National were in accord with the scale they had 
drawn up. 

He received a letter from an insurance somgnay a few 
days previously offering him 3/0 to go five miles. 
(Lau Iter.) He had not answered it, but knowing what 
he felt about the matter the company no doubt felt great 
pleasure in sending him the letter to see whether he took 
the bait or not. The next time he received a letter of 
that kind he should send them a copy of the scale their 


Society had adopted. At the National he told them that 


services rendered to I i 
<< peusanee Comqanies, advocated by one man had refused to accept the small fee offered, and 


the South Eastern Veterinary Association. 
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a speaker said he had seen father and son together earn- 
ing that fee of 3/6. He (Mr. Crowhurst) told the Society 
he thought they were well employed indeed if anyone 
thought a professional man was not worth more than 
that, and that he would sooner employ his time else- 
where than go five or six miles to earn 3/6. 

Mr. ForpHaM said he had a similar application from 
an insurance company offering him 3/0 to go about seven 
miles to inspect a horse and a pony. He wrote back re- 
fusing the offer. He thought such an offer was a disgrace 
to the veterinary profession. The Company wrote again 
and offered him 8/6 and as the owner of the horse and 
pony happened to be a client of his, and he knew he 
wished him to inspect the animals, he went. He had 
heard nothing from the Company since. They were not 
all very prompt in paying. 

The PRESIDENT said a short time previously he had 
an application from a client to examinea horse six miles 
away. His client said the Company was sure he (Mr. 
Crowhurst) would not do it and they left the matter 
with him, and asked him to pay the fee. They rang 
him up on the telephone and asked him what his fee 
would be and he said it would be half-a-guinea, which 
fee he was paid. 

Mr. Martin said the insurance companies would 
have to raise their premiums. Of course the companies 
wanted to undertake the insurance as cheap as they 
could, as they wanted to do as much business as they 
could, but he supported the suggested list of fees. As 
everybody else was on strike and he thought they had 
better strike. (Laughter.) Unless they struck they 
would get no better pay. If the profession enforced the 
suggested scale of fees the companies would have to 
raise their premiums, but they would get the money 
back from those owners who wished to insure their 
animals. 

Mr. ForpHAM agreed that the insurance companies 
wished to do their business as cheaply as they could, 
but he had mentioned before how much the companies 
paid their agents in comparison to the little they paid 
veterinary surgeons for making the inspections. 

Mr. Drxson said a few days previously he had a letter 
from an insurance company asking him to examine a 
horse. He had done their work at their fees in the past 
but he wrote the company that he could not make the 
examination at the fee suggested, and enclosed a copy of 
the proposed scale of fees. The Company replied that 
the fees were absolutely out of the question, and that 
they either must charge more premium for insured 
animals or the man insuring an animal must pay the fee 
himself. There was no doubt if veterinary surgeons 
stood together they would get what they wanted, but 
while they continued to take the fees the companies 
would naturally stand out. 

The PRESIDENT said he was sure if they stood together 
shoulder to shoulder they would gain their point. He 
—— all their members would bind themselves together 
and stand by that scale of fees or come forward and 
express dissent with it at the time. Let them know 
who were against it. 

Up to the present the year had been one of great 
pleasure to him, because they had been in accord with 
one another over the fees they had brought forward. 
They had every reason to be most thankful for being 
able to accomplish what they had. It was a pleasure to 
pick up the veterinary papers and to read of the credit 
that was given to that Association for what they had 
been able to accomplish throughout the year. He was 
sure it had been a ae pleasure to each one of them, 
and he knew it had been a great source of satisfaction 
to Mr. Roberts, who had helped them so much to carry 
through their work. 

Mr. Hreparp said they were in the position of the 
doctors under the Insurance Act in that matter. They 


were to receive in the same way as at present the doctors 
were being dictated to by Mr. L. George. He did not 
think any 
reg were to charge, and that if they were not satisfied 
the 
had. 
of 5/0 for the examination of a horse was quite 
enough, but it was fairly reasonable. They might de. 
pend, as Mr. Martin had said, that if the insurance 
companies found the veterinary surgeons would not 
examine a horse for less than 5/0 that the 
an extra premium on their clients, who w 
who would ultimately have to pay. 


said against veterinar 
surance companies. 

with regard to the different proportions paid to agents 
and to professional men, the agents, for 

work, receive six or seven times as muc 
rinary surgeons receive for professional services. The 
professional man ought to get at least as much as the 
agent who did only clerical work. The suggested scale 
was very reasonable, but he thought one item might be 


y had a right to dictate to them what fees 


should go without or get someone else cheaper. i 
been suggested, and he thought a minimal & 


Y would put 
ere the men 


Prof. WooLpRIDGE said he was pleased to see that 


that scheme had been taken up as it had. He was jp 
accord with it. As far as he was concerned the fees 
14 
work to do. Questions had been submitted to him and 
he had been paid reasonable fees, but he wished to 
sound no personal note in anything he said on that 
question. 
if the fees were revised the insurance companies 

have to adopt one of two things, either raise their 
miums, or in their terms insist on the insurer himself 
paying the fee for the veterinary inspection. 
think from the 
suggestion wou 
they would not appear to be receiving more money than 
they actually did. 


d to him by insurance companies were all that could 
desired, but he had not had much of the rontine 


As was stated in the reply sent to Mr. Di 


i : He should 
int of view of the companies the latter 
be the best mode of procedure, because 


la 


e did not think that at the National there was much 
y surgeons acting as agents to in- 
What was said particularly was 


urely clerical 
as the vete- 


re-considered. That was the examination of cattle, The 


suggested fee for inspection of cattle per head up to 


three animals was 5/0, but he did not know whether 
that was really fair. It meant that if a man had three 
cows on the same premises that they were going to 
charge him 15/0. He thought it wai be better Sinn 
there were a number of animals on the same premises to 
make the fee 5/0 for the first and 2/6 for each of the 
others. He thought they were asking rather a lot in 
suggesting a fee of 5/0 for each animal. 

The PRESIDENT said the animals might be valuable 
Shorthorns. 

Prof. WooLpRIDGE said in that case they should come 
under a different heading. 

Mr. MartTIN said they might have to inspect fifty 
valuable dairy cattle. 

Prof. WooLpRIDGE said they might put the fee for 
inspecting pedigree cattle according to valuation. 
would not move a resolution, but he suggested it 
order to feel the pulse of the meeting. 

Mr. MarTIN said the insurance companies valued the 
veterinary surgeons’ services just as they liked. 

Mr. G. W. Dunkin said recently he was asked to 
examine some milk cows for insurance belonging #4 
client. He met the agent of the company at the place, 
and after he had examined the cattle the premium was 
discussed at length between the owner and the agent. 
After a lot of discussion a premium of insurance Wa 
arrived at under which it would nearly have [. the 
owner to have lost one cow a year than be out of pot 
on the premium, and not insure. The company ¢ 
to issue him another policy. It was a floating pout 
the insurance on the twenty-five cows being £5 a Je 
The man had to lose one cow at his own expense aa 








had the insurance companies dictating what fees they 





the company paid for the others lost. Their fees 
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to the present scale for cattle would be 5/0 per head 

for the first three, that would leave twenty-two at 26 

each, which was £3 10s. Then the ey He paid the 

nt 12 per cent., bringing the fees they had to pay up 

to £4 1s., which would leave we under £1 for the 

insurance company. He agreed that that was an excep- 

j case, but it was one he was sure they would like 

him to put before them. The Paap an! would get some- 

thing under £1 after paying the fees to insure twenty- 
five cows without the first loss. d 

The SECRETARY said at the present time they received 
1/6 for inspecting one animal or for two head 2/6. From 
three to ten they received 1/0 each, and for every extra 
ten sixpence each. Those were the fees allowed by 
several of the insurance companies. 

Mr. DuNKIN said what he had been doing was to tell 
the agents that the fees allowed to inspectors were in- 
adequate, and, as far as he could, he had only examined 
those animals belonging to his clients. He had pointed 
it out also to his clients, who in a considerable number 
of cases had doubled the fee, making the fee of 3/6 
allowed by the company up to 7/0. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE said there was a serious flaw in 
Mr. Dunkin’s calculations, inasmuch as the owner who 
paid the £5 premium was an owner who was willing to 
stand the loss of his first cow which ought at a low 
figure to be worth at least £15. On Mr. Dunkin’s 
showing the man was practically paying to value of £20, 
and not £5, and any deduction must be based on the 
£20, and not on the £5, which was a very serious differ- 
ence. Instead of their getting £3 10s. out of £5 they 
were getting £3 10s. out of £20, which was a very diffe- 
rent story. 

Mr. DuNKIN said he advised the owner that it was 


Mr. W. H. Crownurst asked if they were called to 
examine three cows for insurance were they to charge 5/0 
for the first and 2/6 for each animal afterwards. He was 
prepared to fall in with whatever was the wish of the 
Association. 

The PresIDENT said the scale had been discussed by 
gentlemen who he thought were fully competent to deal 
with the matter, and they came to the opinion that the 
profession had been underpaid in the past. It was very 
nice for any gentleman to stand up for the insurance 
companies but he thought they were fully able to take 
care of themselves. 

The SecreTary accepted the suggestion of Prof. 
Wooldridge—that pedigree cattle be charged for accord- 
ing to value, in the same way as horses, and embodied 
it in his resolution. 

Mr. Hipparp asked if there was to-be any alteration 
as to the suggested minimum fee of 5/0 for inspecting 
horses. 

The Secretary said he was not inclined to accept 
that suggested alteration ; he thought they should let 
that remain for the National to decide. 

_ Prof. WooLpripGE proposed that the fee for inspect- 
ing pedigree cattle be a scale of valuation the same as 
for horses. 

Mr. T. F. HocBen seconded, and this was agreed to by 
the meeting. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE pointed out that nothing was said 
as to the fee for the examination of a flock of sheep or of 
pigs, but in some parts of the country the insurance of 
pigs was very common. 

he Secretary said in the Victoria Insurance Com- 
pany there was no scale as to pigs; that was left for 
special arrangement. The Imperial allowed 3d. for the 
inspection of pigs ; for sheep that were insured for twelve 
months 2/6 er score, and for young heifers and bullocks 
6d. each. He would propose that in the case of young 
sheep, or pigs the fee be left for arrangement 
between the veterinary inspector and the company. 





Mr. T. F. Hocpen said in the Southern Counties 
very little was done in the way of insurance of sheep 
and pigs. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE seconded the Secretary’s amend- 
ment, which was agreed to. 

The Secretary asked when the fees should be brought 
into force locally. 

Mr. H1pparp suggested that notice should be given 
to the companies that the scale was in force. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE proposed that two or three members 
be appointed to carry the matter through with the com- 
panies. Lloyds appeared to regulate the fees that were 
paid for the insurance of cattle, and he thought the 
scale would have to be sent through them to go to the 
different insurance companies. 

The Secretary said he believed Lloyds Committee 
dealing with those matters met every week. Insurance 
companies having difficulties brought the matters before 
the meeting of the Committee the following week, and 
they were dealt with fairly promptly, 

Mr. T. F. Hoesen said he thought it should be sub- 
mitted to the Insurance Committee as they were not 
standing in a position that they could claim those fees 
unless they were put before the companies. 

The SEcRETARY said nearly half of the Veterinary 
Societies had already approved of the suggested scale ; 
the other Societies were considering the matter at their 
next meeting. For these he was waiting. 

On the proposition of Mr. Hibbard the Committee to 
bring the scale of fees before companies was composed 
of the President, the Secretary, and Mr. Dixson. 


SECRETARY’s REpPoRY. 


The SECRETARY was pleased to say they now numbered 
41 members. (Applause). They had very largely in- 
creased since they met there a year ago; in fact they 
had increased entirely beyond his expectations. Con- 
sidering that they had oak been formed a short time, he 
thought they had done some useful work with regard to 
the inspectors’ fees, and now with regard to the fees 
paid by insurance companies. 

At the next meeting he hoped to add a considerable 
number of members tions Sussex. On that point he 
wished to make one remark. He wanted to see each 
Society with a definite area where it could exercise its 
influence. He thought by confining themselves to Kent 
they were not going as far afield as they might do. 
East Sussex was not served by the Southern Counties 
for the same difficulty that they had. He intended 
making the suggestion in the future that their divid- 
ing line should be the London and Brighton line and all 
on this side they consider their ground to work and like- 
wise a portion of Surrey in the same way. By meeting 
on the other side they would be able to add to their 
numbers. 

He was not going to offer them a financial statement 
that day, because until the expenses of that meeting had 
been paid it was difficult to render a balance sheet. He 
might say, however, that it had been a rather costly 
year. The amount of correspondence he had had over 
the question of the fees had been enormous, and when 
he told them his bill for pes was nearly £3 they 
would be able to imagine he had had some writing. As 
far as he could estimate their expenses up to that day 
had been something under £20, and when all the sub- 
scriptions had been paid he = they would still have 
about £16 in hand. Avene . He hoped they would 
regard it as a satisfactory report, but at the next 


meeting he would render a duly audited balance sheet. 


THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS. 
He had received the circular letter from Sir 
Stewart Stockman with regard to the subscription 
list. When that matter first came before them Mr. 
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Martin remarked that they were a young Association 
and he did not think they could very well afford a 
donation from their funds. The matter was deferred 
to be discussed when they had some mors | to spend. 
Two other applications had since been made, and he 
(Mr. Toope) therefore thought it necessary to again 
bring the matter before them. 

Mr. MarTIN said they could congratulate themselves 
on having such indefatigable officers as Mr. Toope 
and Mr. Crowhurst, who were entitled to their best 
thanks for the time they devoted to the nee and 
the business of that Association. He thought they 
would be ashamed of themselves as an Association if 
they did not do something for the International Con- 

which was of great importance. He was very 
glad to see that there was so much enthusiasm in their 
own Association, because he found when he formed 
the Southern Counties that there was = apathy 
a members in East Kent in joining. He was glad 
to find so much enthusiasm displayed, and that they 
were doing some good. Mr. Garnett, the treasurer of 
the International Congress, whom he invited to be 
present that day, suggested they might defer considera- 
tion of that matter until the next meeting as he wished 
to come down to give them a fuller explanation than he 
(Mr. Martin) a ive. He would be pleased to give 
five guineas to the fund of the Congress. (App.) 

Prof. WooLpRIDGE said between £3000 and £4000 
would be required for the International Congress. As 
the Government does not assist with regard to the 
funds, it behoves every member of the profession to see 
that it does not suffer in comparison with other countries. 
Probably they were aware that the series of congresses 
was brought into being through the energy of an 
Englishman—Prof. Gamgee, and that in spite of that 
fact the congress had never been held in England before 
this was the jubilee of the congresses, and it behove 
them as a profession to work hard to get funds and to 
make it worthy of the country that originated the con- 
gresses. The only thing the Government did was -to 
os reception to the foreign delegates attending. To 
o anything else would be to establish a precedent that 
it had nodesire to do. Sir John M‘Fadyean had re- 
ceived ten donations of £100 each, so that they had 
£1000 towards the expenses. Other members of the 
profession promised smaller amounts, several contribut- 
ing £50, £30, and £20 and so on, while some of them, 
including himself, had poe something less. 

On the suggestion of the President, it was decided to 
leave the matter over until the next meeting when Mr. 
Garnett would probably be able to attend. 


V. V. B. F. 


The SECRETARY said another matter on the agenda 

per was in reference to the Veterinary Benevolent 
fostitation. He had great hopes that Mr. Shipley would 
have been present that day, but he was unable. He (Mr. 
Toope) was quite prepared to receive any subscriptions 
for the Benevolent Fund. From what Mr. Shipley said 
a few days previously he was somewhat astonished at 
the number of cases that really needed assistance. He 
had no idea that the veterinary profession had so many 
poor in its list, and therefore any subscriptions made he 
would be ones to send on to the Secretary and 
Treasurer, Mr. Shipley. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The PRESIDENT said he should like them to look back 
a little. They had been an Asssociation for about twelve 
months, and he would like to take a short review of the 
work ey the Association, as he thought it had met 
with general approval not only in that Association, but 
in others, and at the National particularly. They could 
take some credit for their Association. They knew the 
work that had been done, and he would like some ex- 





pression of opinion as to their satisfaction. He must 


say he felt very satisfied with the work, and if it was the 
meeting’s pleasure to express approval in the officers and 
the Association he thought it would be very welcome to 
y accomplished that which they 


those who had strenuous 
= a : . 

Mr. LynE Drxon, in proposing the re-election of 
James Crowhurst as President, said their’s was a roan 
Association, but one year had passed very successfully 
under Mr. Crowhurst’s presidency. They had had a 
fighting year, but there was some more fighting before 
them todo. He thought they would all agree with him 
that Mr. Crowhurst ought to be re-elected President for 
a second year. (Applause.) His interest in the Associa- 
tion was well known to them all. His heart and soul 
were in it, and whatever work was ahead he was sure to 
do it as well in the future as he had done it in the past, 
He (Mr. Dixon) was sure no words of his were required 
to commend that resolution to their notice. 

Mr. MaRTIN, in seconding, said Mr. Crowhurst was a 
very able man and he had devoted a great deal of time 
to the work of the Association, and by his zeal and 
ability had raised it to its present level. 

Mr. T. F. Hocpen said in Mr. Crowhurst they 
had the best man they could find for the office, and the 
thanks of every individual member were due to him for 
the hard work he had done for the Association, and for 
the manner in which he had carried out the office of 
President during the past year. He felt sure there was 
not a better man to take office for a second year than 
Mr. Crowhurst. 

Prof. WooLpRIDGE said he would like to add his 
tribute to the services rendered by Mr. Crowhurst. He 
thought Mr. Crowhurst should experience a little sense 
of satisfaction from the fact that when Mr. Dixon sat 
down there was an attempt on the part of most of the 
members present to get up to second the resolution. It 
was true there was a lot of work to be done, and there 
was also a lot of work in hand, and when work was being 
done he thought it was unwise to change leaders. They 
could not do better than re-elect Mr. Crowhurst if he 
would accept office for the coming year. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

The PRESIDENT, in returning thanks, said that was 
not the vote of satisfaction that he had been expectin 
He was simply expecting to be thanked for the humb 
services he had been able to render. If they wished to 
re-elect him that would more than convince him they 
thought that in the past he had done his best. As Mr. 
Dixson said the Association was a fighting Association. 
In fighting they were bound to have some little feeling, 
but there had been very little adverse opinion or dis- 
satisfaction expressed. He was thankful they had 
carried their — with the Kent County Council, and 
he was proud that it had been done without any friction. 
Mr. Martin, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Dixson, and Mr. Toope 
had rendered valuable assistance, and there had been no 
friction at all. He h ped that they would be able to 
put the insurance fees on a practical basis and if they 
could it would giveas much satisfaction throughout the 
United — as the matter of inspectors’ fees had 
done, and of course it would be of more general benefit, 
because they were not all inspectors. He did not know 
whether they were wise in electing him president for the 
second time. Young blood could do more than the old 
man of seventy-five, but if they wished it he would ac- 
cept office again with all gratitude. (Applause.) 

Secretary and T'reaswrer.—The PRESIDENT, in pro- 
posing the re-election of Mr. Toope, said there was not 
a secretary in the whole of the (ited Kingdom who 
was more earnest and worked harder than their secre- 
tary—nor with better success. As they had re-elected 
him (Mr. Crowhurst) president he ae they would — 
accord him the same support asin the past,and he 
hoped Mr. Toope would accept office again. a 
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HARDSON seconded. 

Me OT OOLDRIDOR, in supporting, said how much Mr. 
Toope’s services were ap iated was proved by the 
fact that the National had appointed him secretary for 
Southern Branch of the National Association. The 
success that had attended the South Eastern Associa- 
tion was to a great extent owing to the combined efforts 
of their president and secretary. 

The proposition was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Goses, in returning thanks, said he was very 
much obliged for the way the members appreciated the 
work he had done, and he referred not only to the mem- 
bers of that Society but also to the National Society. 
He took it that the honour that had been conferred on 
him by appointing him secretary to the Southern branch 
of the National was not so much an honour to him as 
to the work that they had done. He should be very 

Jeased to continue the work and he would promise 
to continue it in the same way as he had done. All 
he asked for was the support of every member, and 
if he had the same hearty = asin the past, and in 
fact their increased support he was sure their Societ 
would become A 1 amongst the societies in England. 
He could say that the work they had accom- 
plished was recognised throughout the whole of 
the kingdom. That he learned as long agoas last July, 
and it was brought back to him by his ——- to 
the Southern Branch of the National e hoped to 
continue the work there which they commenced among 
themselves, and very shortly to bring forward the in- 
surance fee question before the Southern Branch of the 
National. He meant not to let his Branch go to sleep 
if he could help it, but to fight to make it what it should 
be, namely the House of Commons of the veterinary 
profession. ws 

On the proposition of Mr. T. F. Hogben, seconded 
rts, William 

whurst, and E. L. Dixson were re-elected vice- 
residents of the Association, and on the motion of the 
‘tary, seconded by Mr. Dixson, Messrs. Cave, 
Ebbetts, T. F. Hogben, T. A. Huband, and T. Hibbard 
were chosen to form the committee. 

Mr. G. W. Dunkin and T. F. Hogben were elected 
hon. auditors. 

The Secretary said by their numbers they were now 
entitled to a third delegate on the Council of the 
National Society, and he proposed Mr. E Lyne Dixson 
be elected to that position. He (Mr. Toope) was a 
delegate by virtue of his office, and their President was 
also a delegate by being President of that Society. 

r. W. H. Crownurst seconded the appointment of 
Mr. Dixson, and it was unanimousl aapuell ta: 

The SecreTary said that the last time he was in 
London he proposed that Mr. Dixson be elected on the 
provisional committee, and as Mr. Huband was also a 
member he thought they were well represented. 

Mr. Dixson, in proposing a vote of thanks to the 
President, said he could only reiterate what he had 
already said. Everyone appreciated the good work Mr. 
Crowhurst had put in. He had given a lot of time to 
the office of President. He had great pleasure in pro- 

ing a hearty vote of thanks to him for the able way 

e had carried out his duties during the past year. 

Mr. T. F. HoGBen seconded. 

The Secretary, in supporting the motion, said they 
could not wish for a better President. He was glad the 
meeting had re-elected Mr Crowhurst because they 
worked together in a most satisfactory way, and it was 
very convenient for him (Mr. Toope) to meet him in 
Canterbury on Saturday. Whenever there was any 
knotty point Mr. Crowhurst’s advice was generously 
given, and he ( Mr. Toope) could assure them it was as 
generously taken and used. 

The proposition was carried unanimously, 


by Mr. Fordham, Messrs. Richard Ro 
TO 





The PrestpEnT returned thanks and said he appreci- 
ated very much the meeting’s kind vote of thanks. He 
would only add that he hoped he should be able to carry 
out the duties as well in the coming year; at any rate 
he would try to do his best (Applause). 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE pro’ a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Toope, and remarked that considering the work that he 
did in running about on behalf of the Society, it was a 
wonder that he remained in such good condition (Hear, 
hear, and laughter). 

Mr. W. H. Crownurst seconded, and said they had 
got to look sharp after Mr. Toope or another Society 
would run away with him. 

Mr. MarTIN said they would not have had a Society 
had it not been for Mr. Toope. 

The motion having been carried unanimously, Mr. 
Toope briefly returned thanks to the meeting for re- 
electing him. 


THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE BOARD 
OF AGRICULTURE AND THE VETERINARY 
PRACTITIONER. 

By E. L. Drxson, M.B.0.v.8. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—As the subject matter 
which I have the pleasure to bring forward this after- 
noon relates to the Board of Agriculture, [ feel that, be- 
fore commencing the remarks I have to make, I should 
like to express, on behalf of the Veterinary Surgeons 
assembled here at this, the First Annual Meeting of the 
South Eastern Veterinary Association their unfeigned 
pleasure at the distinguished honour conferred on the 
chief Veterinary Officer by his Majesty the King. Mr. 
(now Sir) Stewart Stockman, well merits this recognition 
of the meritorious services that he has rendered as chief 
of his Department and as a Scientist of the first order. 
You will, I am sure, join me in congratulating Sir 
Stewart on this signal honour to himself, and which, 
through him, reflects honour on the profession of which 
he is so distinguished a Member. 

At a Committee Meeting held here at the County 
Hotel, Canterbury, in November last, to consider the 
revised Scale of Fees to Veterinary Inspectors submitted 
by the Kent County Council ; and also to discuss what 
is of still more importance to the rank and file of the 
profession, viz. the ridiculously low fees paid by Insur- 
ance Companies, with a view to getting them rectified, I 
say, it was at the termination of business at that Meet- 
ing, whilst debating matters of interest, amongst other 
important subjécts the question of the Board of Agri- 
culture and its relationship to the profession was raised 
by your President and Secretary, and as an outcome of 
that discussion I was asked by them to offer a few re- 
marks on this question at the first Annual General 
Meeting. 

It is not my intention to endeavour to create friction 
between the Board of Agriculture and the Members of 
the Veterinary Profession, but there are in my opinion 
injustices meted out to the latter by the Board, which 
should not be, and possibly an expression of feeling 
from this Association, especially if supported by other 
Associations, might go a long way in getting our griev- 
ances rectified. 

In the first place, I desire to call your attention to the 
conditions under which various districts were worked, 
up to within quite recent years, as regards the diseases 
notifiable to the Board of Agriculture. It was customary 
for the principal Veterinary Surgeon of standing in 
whose area the outbreak occurred to be employed by the 
Board in dealing with an outbreak, or suspected out- 
break of Swine Fever, Pleuro-pneumonia, Gontagiona, 
Foot-and-mouth Disease, etc., as the case might be. I, 
in common with many other Veterinary Surgeons in this 
room acted in this capacity in my particular district, 
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Thanet Division of Kent, for many years, but for some 
unexplained reason the Board thought fit to alter their 
arrangements and re-organize their Staff of Acting Vete- 
rinary Surgeons throughout the different Counties of 
England, thereby considerably reducing their number to 
the exclusion of many practical men of years experience. 
Do not misunderstand me. I have not one word to say 
against the gentlemen whom the Board have thought fit 
to gang Doubtless efficiency is quite as equally 
served as under the old regime, but from an economic 
point of view this cannot be, for at present, if a pig is 
reported, say, with Swine Fever, a Veterinary Surgeon— 
not a Board of Agriculture Veterinary Surgeon, but a 
private practitioner—is sent twenty, twenty-five, and 
even thirty miles to see the animal which 1s within a 
mile of the door of the Veterinary Surgeon who has been 
the means of notifying to the Board, and who is equally 
capable of dealing with the outbreak. 

s this just or equitable to the local practitioner in 
whose district or area the outbreak occurs? I say dis- 
tinctly no. 

I desire in the next place to express my regret that 
the Board should not extend a little more courtesy to 
the Members of the Profession. 

To be struck off the list in common with many others, 
after acting on behalf of the Board for many years 
without any notification or explanatory letter 1s of it- 
self, to say the least, discourteous. It would have cost 
nothing, and would have been appreciated—even if no 
reason had been adduced, to intimate that one’s services 
would no longer be required. I am aware the Board of 
Agriculture has a perfect right to conduct its business 
in its own way, but what I object to, and object to most 
strongly, is the tendency to ignore the Veterinary Prac- 
titioner. If a case is reported by him as a suspected 
ease of Swine Fever, he hears nothing more of the 
matter except from an outside source after inquiry, 
whether the Board declared the case one of Swine Fever 
or not. An intimation by the Board to the Veterinary 
Surgeon who has notified would be appreciated. 

The Board of Agriculture absolutely depends upon 
the private practitioner for the reporting of notifiable 
diseases, and I think I am right in stating that the 
whole of the members of the prefession are in accord in 
endeavouring to assist the Board as far as “| in their 
power in arresting the progress of, and if possible exter- 
minating disease. 

Is it much to ask in return some consideration and 
show of courtesy, instead of being slighted and ignored ? 

During the past year I had an outbreak of disease 
amongst a large number of pigs which proved ultimately 
to be swine fever, but only after two or three weeks 
could the disease be positively and specifically declared. 
Pigs died at three or four to seven days interval. Post- 
mortems were made on each one, and yet there was no 
specific lesions of the disease, until at iast I found one 
that I killed exhibiting the characteristic lesions. Noti- 
fication was immediately given to the police. 

I should never have known from that day to this, 
whether my diagnosis were confirmed, had I not subse- 

uently called round at the Farm, when I found from 
the owner that the disease had been declared. The only 
official notification was indirectly from one of the officers 
of the Board by letter through a police inspector on 
the telephone, in which he asked me why the outbreak 
had not been reported earlier. My reply to the inspector 
was that if the gentlemen in question required any in- 
formation I should be most happy to give it on personal 
application or interview, but I refused to discuss the 
subject indirectly en the telephone through the police. 

I wrote to the gentleman in question giving my reason 
why no notification had been made earlier, viz., that I 
was not satisfied that the disease existed and no practi- 
tioner is compelled to notify unless he has reasonable 
ground for the suspicion that it exists. Directly I was 


ee 


satisfied, I notified. At the same time I expressed 
regret that he had not communicated with = di Fed 
stead of asking through a policeman on the tele 
what I considered an impertinent question. His reply 
was that of a gentleman, expressing regret for the occur. 
rence and trusting he would see me shortly. I have not 
done so up to now, although this was in July or 
August last. 

I am obliged to you for your patient attention to these 
be remarks. My object in addressing you was two- 
0 — 
_ Firstly, to express a hope that the Board would see 
its way clear to extend its patronage to the majority 
of veterinary practitioners, instead of at present to an 
exclusive minority. 
Secondly, if unable to acquiesce in this request, at al] 
events to treat the members of the veterinary profession 
with that courtesy and consideration to which they are 
entitled. 
If you agree with the remarks that I offer, say so ; if 
on the other hand you differ, I shall equally welcome 
any criticism. I have had the temerity to bring the 
matter forward, because I have felt very strongly on the 
subject, which, in my opinion, very largely affects a 
majority of the veterinary profession. 


The PrEsIDENT said they were greatly indebted to 
Mr. Dixson for his valuable paper, with which he agreed, 
He proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Dixson for his 
paper, and said they would not have time to discuss it 
that afternoon, but it would be most interesting to dis- 
cuss it at some future time. 

Mr. T. F. HoGBEn seconded the vote of thanks, 

Mr. MARTIN, in supporting, said he was glad to know 
there was so much latent talent. It was a very im 
ant paper, and if he were in practice he should strongly 
object toa member of their profession being appointed 
to come to inspect cattle in his district, as he should take 
it as meaning that he was incapable of performing his 
duties as a veterinary surgeon. After Mr. Dixson’s 
paper was published he was convinced that Sir Stewart 
Stockman would would assist them as much as he 
could. Sir Stewart Stockman was a very capable man 
and he mixed with the profession, and he was sure 
he had the interests of the profession at heart. Sir 
Stewart Stockman had had the honour of Knight- 
hood conferred on him, and very justly too, and they 
must congratulate him and pian Fe themselves 
that the veterinary profession was being recognised, By 
their united action they could bring to bear 2 certain 
amount of influence upon Parliament. They ought to 
have some subsidy from Parliament as in other countries, 
He believed by the pressure and influence they could 
bring to bear and the fact that their services were 
recognised Sir Stewart Stockman would assist them. 

The vote of thanks to Mr. Dixson was carried, and 
Mr. Dixson acknow'edged the compliment. 

On the proposition of Mr. Ebbetts, seconded by Mr, 
Hibbard, it was decided to hold the next meeting at 
the Star Hotel, Maidstone, in May next. 


SPECIMENS. 


Prof. WoopRIDGE introduced a most interesting post- 
mortem specimen. 

Mr. Drxson showed a patient suffering from an un- 
common form of skin disease. 

Both the specimens were of rare interest to the mem- 
bers, whoaccorded thanks to both gentlemen. 


THE ANNUAL DINNER. 


The first annual dinner was subsequently held 
which the President, Mr. James Crowhurst, i 
and was supported by Mrs. Crowhurst, Mr. and Mra. 
Lyne Dixson, Mr. W. H. Crowhurst, Major Ed 





Mr. Martin, and Mr. and Mrs. Toope, others pre 
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including Prof. Wooldridge, Mr.and Mrs. Hibbard, the 
an Hogben and Miss Knight and the whole of the 
members attending the general meeting. 

After an excellent dinner had been partaken of, a 
short toast list was honoured. 

The PRESIDENT submitted the loyal toasts. 

Mr. E. Morcan proposed “The Navy. Army, and 
territorial Forces,” to which Major Edwards, .v.s., 
and Mr. Hibbard suitably responded. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE, in giving the toast of “The 
President,” said they all knew Mr. James Crowhurst 
vetter than he did personally, but he had met him on 
several occasions during the past year, especially in con- 
nection with the duties of that Association, and he had 
formed the same opinion of him as they had proved pre- 
viously by electing him to the chair of that Association. 
The work Mr. Crowhurst had done for that Association 
he felt confident could not have been done so well b 
any other man in the Association, and he said that wit 
all due respect to the other members of the Association. 
Mr. Crowhurst was a born leader, and with his able 
assistant (Mr. Toope) had done such work that it 
had been taken up by the rest of the ieties through- 
out England. 

The health of Mr. and Mrs. Crowhurst were enthusi- 
astically drunk, and the President thanked the company 
for its kind expressions and for drinking his health and 
also that of his wife. If they had a friend in the pro- 
fession he was sure it was Prof. Wooldridge. (Applause). 
He (Mr. Crowhurst) wished them to accept his warmest 
thanks for their kindness that evening, and for re- 
electing him as President that day. He proposed to do 
the best he could for the Association in every way, and 
he hoped the ensuing year would be successful. 

Mr. Drxson ear the health of the Secretary and 
Treasurer, Mr. Toope. He remarked that it was only the 
members of that Association who knew the very hard 
and valued work that Mr. Toope put in for that Asso- 
ciation. Since the Association was formed twelve months 

one could hardly comprehend the amount of work 

r. Toope had done, especially over the Inspectors’ fee 
question, the amount of correspondence with the diffe- 
rent societies in England being enormous. He (Mr. 
Dixson) thought their best thanks was due to Mr. Toope 
for accepting the post of Secretary and for carrying out 
the duties in such an excellent manner. yo omen He 
hoped Mr. Toope would long be spared to fill the position 
of Secretary and Treasurer, for he thought they as an 
Association were to be congratulated on having the ser- 
vices of such a Secretary at its disposal. (Applause). 

The toast was accorded a hearty reception, and the 
health of Mrs. hy © was also pom ; 

Mr. Toore said he was deeply obliged to Mr. Dixson 
for the way in which he had proposed his health and he 
also wished to thank the company for adding cheers for 
his wife. He might say that his wife was nearly as 
much interested in that Association as he was himself. 
She took the deepest interest in it, particularly from the 
social point of view, and they were particularly desirous 
of oe that side an absolute success. There ought 
to have been a larger attendance at that dinner, but 
they could not alter eventualities. The weather had 
kept some away, and business had kept many others 
away. He knew the difficulty many had in keeping 
appointments of that sort. bic | were busy men, nine 
out of every ten, and few could afford the luxury of 
keeping an assistant. With regard to the future of the 

sociation, he believed -there was every prospect of 

their continuously improving and adding to their num- 

and that he was very anxious to do. He hoped 

any member present would induce his brother surgeons 

to join the Association, because there could be no doubt 
if they were united they would get what the 

asked for—as had been proved with the impact 


fees received from the County Council. They had 


already done more than he expected they would 
do, but they had still a lot to do. Allusion had been 
made that afternoon to the fact that be had been ap- 
pointed to the Southern Division of the National Assoc- 
lation. He meant to make the National Association, 
as far as the Southern section was concerned, a use- 
ful association, and if he could not force the hands of 
those around him he could assure them he should not 
long remain Secretary of the branch. He intended, if 
he could, to make the National the House of Commons 
of their profession, to take up matters that required 
immediate attention, and he knew that at the National 
there were men imbued with the same ideas as himself. 
He could only thank the Association for the honour they 
conferred on him and the confidence they had placed in 
him by re-electing him as secretary and treasurer, and 
he could only say they must credit themselves with 
some amount of the honour that had been conferred 
on him by his appointment to the National. It had 
been the Association’s work that had broughthim forward 
and he could not dissociate himself from the Association. 
He regarded his recent appointment as an honour to the 
Association more than a personal one to himself. He was 
glad that those of them who were inspectors in the 
county of Kent had already had their subscription to 
that Association paid, while soon the insurance companies 
would pay the subscriptions of the other members 
doubly and many times over (Applause). 

The concluding toast, that of “The Ladies,” was pro- 
posed by Mr. H. Hogben cipen mar e and responded 
to by Mr. G. W. Dunkin, the only bachelor present. 


Tueo. C. Toopz, Hon. Sec, 








ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS 


According to the official Calendar, the Foreign Voting 
Papers will be issued on Wednesday next, February 5th. 
The following are the names of gentlemen nominated 
for election to the Council for whom members of the 
College practising abroad and in the Colonies will be 
able to vote. There are 8 vacancies. 


Name. Address. 
J. H. Carter, Burnley 


Proposers. 
G. H. Locke 
J. W. Brittlebank 
Lawson 
E. Mettam. 


A. Gorton, Edinburgh 
J. Mel. McCatt, London 

J. McKenna, Huddersfield 
W. J. Mutvey, 


. 


Garnett 


London ; 
. La 


. Locke 
Brittlebank. 
Mulvey 

E. Mettam. 

r 8. Stockman 
W. Garnett. 

J. Mulvey 

W. Garnett. 

H. Sumner 

W. Shipley. 


WwW 
W. PackMAN, Bury H 
J. W. 
T. SaLussury Price, Brixton x J. 
London Sir 8. 
F 


W. Suretey, Gt. Yarmouth 


E. 8S. SHAVE, : 


x 


A 
A 
A 
J 
F 
A 
J. 
J. 
F 
A 
G 
WwW 


S. H. Stococx, Hounslow. 








Personal. 


Mr. J. M‘LAUCHLAN YOUNG, F.R.S.E., F.R.C.V.8., of 43 
Gladstone Place, Aberdeen, Lecturer on Veterinary 
Hygiene in the University of Aberdeen, who died on 
23rd October, forty-four left personal estate 





in the United Kingdon valued at £2038. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 



























































































Foot- Glanders + a 
Parasitic | Sheepj : 
ee 7] Sag Mouth | (including | Mange. | Scab. Swine Fever, 
Period Outbreaks Animals [|  ———sY|~—Ss Farcy) | 
eriod. CF ELE TIO EEE TS 
Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Out- | Slaugh- 
Con-| Re- | Con-| Re- 

stoned __ }firm’d|ported |firm’d|ported breaks] mals. breaks: mals. breake| mas. breaks becabe. tours 
Gr. BRITAIN. ME Fae eas Rae Ter sr bien! Aaa Sais: es 

Week ended Jan. 25] 12 13 1 5 97 | 239 7 39 382 
| ——<<< 

1912] 26 | a7 | 1| 3] 139| 353] 13] 62 | 79 

Corresponding Sea 6 
La Mg 1911} 23 | 36 | 5| 18 28 32 285 
191 29 | | 31 6| 35 5 Se oe 94 
[eer | Ry Tae 
Total for 4 weeks,1912| 50 | 61 13} 61] 340) 825] 45] 146 | 1981 
| F 

; 1912] 92 102 12| 31] 648/179] 63] 229 | 2540 

Corresponding | 1911] 85 | | 96 1s| 68 123] 141 | 1593 

gene fe 1910 124 | 152 25 | 82 138] 92 | 491 
























Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Jan. 28, 1913. 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked : London §, 
























































| Outbreaks ta 
IRELAND. Week ended Jan. 25 | | 8 32 6 44 
1912 i: 4 24 | on 
Corresponding Week in 1911 1 27 5 48 
1910 of ive five | oe | 8 9 fe 
| oo a a aa 
Total for 4 weeks, 1912 wen ow _ 87 77 24 99 
1912 ... 1 1 8 86 ll 146 
Corresponding period in {1911 ... 1 1 8 96 17 281 
1910 ... 2 2 12 100 2 83 








+ These figures include animals slaughtered and found affected on post-mortem examination. 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Jan. 27, 1918 


Norr.—-The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 











ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 








Extract from London Gazette. 






The following Captains to be Majors :— 





Dated Jan. 22, 





Wark Orrick, WHITEHALL, Jan. 28 
REGULAR Forces. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


P. J. Harris. Dated Dec. 2, 1912. J.A. B. McGowan. 












OBITUARY 






on Jan. 26th, from gangrene, fo 
Aged 79 years. 







85, from pneumonia. 


Henry Smiru, v.s., Gislingham, Eye, Suffolk, died 
llowing ulcer of leg. 


ARTHUR WIGHTMAN, V.s., Brockford, near Mendles- 
ham, Stonham, Suffolk, died on Jan. 21st, at the age of 















CORRESPONDENCE. 





Sir, 











societies. This year’s election is now drawing near, 





THE SOCIETIES AND THE COUNCIL ELECTIONS. 


The union of the Societies, which has been so long dis- 
cussed and from which so much may justly be hoped, is now 
an accomplished fact. But for many years past certain 
societies have been accustomed to indulge in a sort of tem- 
porary union at each Council election—to ‘‘amalgamate’”’ 
their forces and influences in order to recommend to the 
notice of the electors a number of candidates for the Council, 
one chosen from the ranks of each of the ‘' maps Pe 

and I 


am wondering whether those societies will still continue the 
practice they have followed so long. I think that they 
would do far better to drop it, and this letter is written in 
the hope of discovering others who think likewise. 
We all know how nominees of societies find their way to 
the Council. Only a comparatively small proportion of the 
members of a provincial society remote from London are 
prepared to face the expenditure of time and money which 
Council service entails. Naturally, therefore, a society with 
a penchant for running an annual candidate finds its choice 
somewhat limited. It follows that any man who desires 
office on the Council, and is not extremely unpopular 
amongst the members of his professional society, can get 
nominated as its candidate ; and then, however obscure and 
undeserving he may be, he stands an excellent chance of 
election to the Parliament of the profession. Asa rule he 
stands for no partic: lar policy or principle—he simply runs 
as the nominee of his Society ; and his election address, if 
he issues one, is generally vague ard often stupid. But if 
the recommendation of his own Society and those allying 
with it, and their votes do not quite elect him the first year 
he puts up, they are nearly certain to do so the next year— 
or the year after; and once elected, he is almost sure of 
obtaining re-election by the same means that elected him 
first. 

What have the results been? In the first place, the 
ractice has led to a preponderance of Councilmen hailing 
rom certain counties—those counties, of course, where 

there are veterinary societies most addicted to running can- 

didates. No less than ten of the present Council come from 

Yorkshire and Lancashire, and nesrly, if not quite all of 


them have been elected through the agency of their societies. 
Without any desire to minimise the importance of Lance — 
shire and Yorkshire, I say that they are not entitled @ 


share nearly one-third of the seats on the Council 





them. 
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But a more serious question is—of what type are the 
men whom the societies have presented to the profession 
as suitable for Council service, and persuaded the profession 
to accept ss being so? Here, of course, I am speaking very 

. Ladmit that the Societies have sent up some 
men, but they have also sent up a great many medio- 
crities, and with them a fair sprinkling of individuals who 
do not even deserve medicine rank. There have been and 
are members of Council who, in education, in intelligence, 
and in natural common sense, must be ranked far below the 
average practitioner. Such men could scarcely find their 
way to the Council at all without the help of the Societies, 
but the Societies land them there often enough. 

The fact is that many of the Societies are exercising their 
political influence in a wrong way, and that many Council- 
men and would-be Councilmen are using the Societies 
wrongly. It is right that professional politics should be 
discussed at the Societies’ meetings, but it is wrong for the 
Societies to use their influence to push the candidature of 
literally any of their members who aspire to the Council. 
And, while it is quite right for a man to use the Societies as 
a means for making himself known by delivering papers and 
speeches at their meetings, it is surely the height of effron- 
tory for one who has never become known by that or any 
other means to push himself forward as the ‘‘ representa- 
tive’? of a Society that only takes him because it cannot 
find another nominee. A candidate for Council ought to 
stand upon his own record of work done for the profession, 
not upon the personal recommendation of a little clique of 
his friends. 

Asan example of justifiable political activity on the part 
of a veterinary society, let us take the strongest and most 
influential of all—the Central. It has probably done more 
than any other to shape our political development—it was 
at Central meetings, for instance, that the pending Vete- 
rinary Surgeons’ Bill was first mooted—but it sedulously 
refrains from running candidates for Council. Other 
societies do not, and their political activity has burdened the 
Council with a load of useless nonentities. Is it not time 
to stop it? And is not the present moment, when the 
Societies themselves are entering upon a new phase of 
existence, a good opportunity ?— Yours faithfully, 

** ONLOOKER.”’ 


THE ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE CONGRESS 
AT EXETER, Jory, 7ru to 12TH, 1913. 


Dear Sir, 

Please permit me through the medium of The Record to 
inform the profession that in consideration for the conveni- 
ence of veterinary surgeons the Council of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute have changed the day for the meeting 
of the Conference of Veterinary Inspectors to Thursday, 
July 10th. i 

The usual day for the Conference has been Friday, or the 
last day of the Congress, but in view of the many com- 
plaints in veterinary circles that the last day was not suffi- 
cient for a proper discussion this change has been made. 

It is now up to the veterinary profession to show by 
attending the Conference in good numbers, that their com- 
plaint was well founded, and that the day of meeting was 
& real hindrance to a good attendance and discussion. 

It will have been noticed that several Societies of veteri- 
nary surgeons have declined to send delegates to the Con- 
gress, as a protest against veterinary matters being left 
until the end of the meeting, and it is to be hoped that 
these Societies will now reconsider their action, 

Another complaint is that resolutions passed at the Con- 
ference of Veterinary Inspectors are not considered. I 
should like to point out, sir, that through the weekly pro- 
fessional papers, I have for some years called attention to 
this matter a few days before the Congress, and explained 
that notice of resolution must be given in accordance with 
the regulations governing the discussions. If veterinary 
Surgeons attend the Congress this presents no difficulty. 
All the papers are printed and in the hands of the delegates 
the first day of the Congress, notice need only be given the 
day before the Conference when, if passed, it will be duly 


considered and, if necessary, acted upon by the Council of 
the Royal Sanitary Institute. 

Preventive medicine and veterinary science are becoming 
yearly more closely related, and the pending legislation on 
milk production should be sufficient to assure a good pro- 
fessional attendance at the Congress, and particularly at the 
Conference of Veterinary Inspectors. 

It is disappointing year after year to find such a poor 
attendance professional colleagues at these important 
meetings, and particularly when one reads in practically 
every society’s presidential address some laudatory remarks 
about public health work and its importance. The pro- 
fession is never tired of voicing its claims to pablic health 
work, and would no doubt feel grossly ill-treated if it was 
not considered by the Royal Sanitary Institute in the 
arrangement of the Congresses, but it may be argued that 
the indifference to the Congress of most veterinary surgeons 
and of some of their societies is calculated to support their 
claim neither to public health work nor to adequate recog- 
nition by the Royal Sanitary Institute. 

If you, sir, as an influential editor, will urge veterinary 
surgeons to support the Congress in a proper manner, /.¢. 
by attending and taking part in the discussions, I am sure 
you will be doing good work for the welfare of the veterinary 
profession. 

I need scarcely add that I shall be pleased to answer 
any inquiries about the Congress, and to hear from any 
veterinary surgeon who would like to ventilate some subject 
at the Congress.—I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 

James A. Drxon, 
Hon. Recording Sec. for the Conference of Vet. Insptrs. 

Leeds. 


SCIENTIFIC PROGRESS QUACKERY AND 


ADVERTISING. 
Sir, 

After reading many articles and letters in the veterinary 
press one might ask—have we really made any scientific and 
practical progress? If we have, are we not inconsistent 
when our actions are not suited to our theories? All of us 
are very fond of prating about our professional ascension 
when in reality a great number of us adopt the methods of 
the quack. 

In looking over druggists’ catalogues for the past few 
years we find awful names given to many messy prepara- 
tions of which we do not often know the nature of the in- 
gredients in them. Not a few of us, it appears, are quite 
happy to accept the assurance of the sellers as to the utility 
of these quack preparations. We purchase them and give 
them to our patients. Moreover, we sometimes go further 
and show our gppreciation of their mysterious powers and 
give their proprietors flattering testimonials and recom- 
mend them to the notice of our professional brethren, who 
are as ignorant as we ourselves are of their special virtues. 
Isn't this quackery pure and simple? 

What is.the use of the R.C.V.S. compelling students to 
undergo a course of lectures and demonstrations in materia 
medica and therapeutics? Why not eliminate these subjects 
from our curricula and examinations? What is the use of 
authors wasting their time in writing therapeutical works ? 
Since a goodly few of us do not care to think or observe for 
ourselves, are so gullible and quite prepared to swallow 
what druggists tell us about their wonderful preparations 
bearing a mystifying appellation. If druggists were actual 
therapeutists, having made a special study of the action and 
uses of medicinal agents on healthy and diseased animals 
we could fully appreciate their offering us their special 
knowledge and experience and should willingly give them 
our patronage. But to be told by these knights of the pestle 
and mortar what this or that concoction should be used for 
is gross impudence on their part and to accept their assump- 
tions blindly is arrant quackery on our part. Practise what 
we preach and before we stoop to condemn vendors of 
quack medicine to farmers, etc., let us live up to our pro- 
fessions should be our text. 

Instrument makers and dealers are, like a good many of 
the druggists, not the friends they appear to be to the pro- 





fession. If we invent a useful instrument for ourselves we 
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are likely to see it well advertised in agricultural and other | should be reported in this journal or in a kindred one, and 
lay papers or prominently exhibited at live stock shows for | not in a public paper. : 


the benefit of our possible clients who are, in consequence, 


Another way of apparently trying to advertise “on the 


shown how to do without our services. If the instrument | cheap” is shown if one looks through some of the public 
makers or dealers were the actual inventors of instruments | telephone directories. Some gentlemen have their names 


advertised or sold to the public no objection could be taken. | p 


rinted larger than anyone else in the vicinity, and they are 


But as a matter of fact, they only carry out our ideas, and| made to stand out prominently. It this is not done for 
unless we make a bargain with them (or patent the articles) | advertising, then what is it done for? Amusement? Or 
beforehand we derive no pecuniary benefit from them beyond | was it an error on the printer's part ? 


our names being puffingly advertised. 


The offenders are always those who are notoriously known 


As to those gentlemen who patent or derive royalty from | as having never done anything for the benefit of the pro- 
instruments, intended for the use of their professional | fession unless it means self-advancement. I might perhaps 
brethren, should it not be considered unprofessional conduct | modify the word “always” to “generally” as there are 
and against the best traditions of professionalism ? exceptions, but the ones that I have before me as I write 

We believe the medical profession view the patenting of | are not. 


surgical instruments or appliances, having an open interest 


I think that the advertising laws shall be drastically re. 


in secret preparations or withholding useful discoveries or| formed. One must not blame the College too severely, 


observations by medical men as unprofessional conduct —all 


Rather blame the members who have not the taste to avoid 


discoveries, inventions and observations should be common | such reforms being necessary. At present there are too 
property. We wonder when the veterinary profession is | many loopholes for unscrupulous people to escape through, 
going to take up a similar attitude? Perhaps our Council is} Such manceuvres do not add to any qualifications or ap. 
thinking over it, but before they put it into practice they | pointments that they may already possess. On the other 


would have to get rid of the tradesman-minded element | h 


and it rather tends to make them lose them, especially the 


from the Board. , latter. Furthermore, it reduces the professional status to 
A few weeks ago we were greatly surprised and not a| that of a tradesman, and lessens all sense of distinction 


little amused to read in a great number of daily and weekly | between the qualified man and the “quack.” 


papers of a Royal appointment. This was shortly followed 
by further epistles in several weekly and other papers, notably 
doggy ones, of reaffirmation of other Royal appointments. 


The latter counterblasted the former. Friendly editors were | Sir, 


not slow to puff. We ask seriously on behalf of the honour 
and integrity of the Body Corporate was this information 
inspired ? How did the correspondence on appointments 
get into the press? Byelaw 108 says :— 

‘* Advertising by Veterinary Surgeons, or causing or per- 
mitting other persons to advertise for them, whether by 
paid advertisement or by editorial or other notice in the 
public press. . . . Amounts to conduct disgraceful ina 
professional respect within the meaning of Section 6 of the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881.’’ 

This is notall. In The Referee and other papers we are 
repeatedly encountering friendly puffs, often vulgarly worded 
from a professional point of view. We do not fail to notice 
Royal Coat of Arms and By Appointment on the professional 
notepaper, billheads, etc. We also observe in the Telephone 
Directory names and addresses of certain veterinary surgeons 
in large type, which must be paid for. We finally ask, 
Is it not time that the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons wake up and made a serious inquiry 
into these points we have raised for the benefit of the pro- 
fession in general. These points are all verifiable by docu- 
mentary evidence. If the Council do not move a grave 
scandal will rest on the College. The smaller fry may ask 


e 


Honoris Causa, 


I can go one better than Mr. Wallis Hoare, in my experi- 


ence of the Registration Committee. 


I once hoisted my flag in the neighbourhood of a promin- 
nt member, and he discovered a circular of mine which had 


been out of circulation for years, and summoned me before 
the dread assembly, I have since learned to regard with un- 
mixed contempt. Mentioning the matter to another prac- 
titioner, the latter replied ‘* but —— advertises himself.” 
My friend took a photographer to a certain timber yard 
where a board 20 feet long was exhibited, and photographed 
it. When I made my appearance at the R.C.V.S. to defend 
my awful crime (and incidentally to tell the blighters what I 
thought of them) I was armed with these photographs, but 
was refused a show, and referred to the clerk below, to 
make a formal complaint. I did so. How then do you sup- 
pose this honourable body of judges acted? They post- 
poned the matter for a time, and then instructed their Secre- 
tary to go and see if the advertisement board really existed. 
When he went there it did not exist, and he honestly re- 
ported the fact.—Yours truly, 


Haro_p LEENEY, STILL M.R.C.V.S. 





themselves, How do we stand? They may say we are! fear Sir, 


terrorised, we are bullied and we yield. Not so with some 


In your Record of this week, I note some remarks anent 


of the bigger fry. They beg pardon but puff or get puffed, | advertising in correspondence column. I enclose cutting 


etc., again and again.—Yours, etc., 


> ,, |from The People’s Journal (Fife and Kinross) penny weekly 
Scrutartor II. paper in which the advertisement has been for weeks, whilst 


sical ia it has also appeared in the halfpenny papers. 


Sir, 


unheeded. 


Certain practitioners apparently go the length of seeing | _— 


that any case they think may catch the public eye and fancy, 
forthwith finds its way, by hook or by crook, into the press, 
and more often than not this is accompanied by a photograph 
or two. The most recent example was afforded this last 
week in a daily pictorial paper. I am referring to The 
Daily Mirror. It was merely the trivial matter of extract- 
ing a hatpin from a four year old dog, and it was accom- 
panied by an X ray photograph. Such a thing may be 
interesting to the public, but is it of any material benefit to 
any member of the profession besides the gentleman con- 
nected with it? If every remarkable case that a V.S. had 
was thus brought under the public eye, a special paper, 
issued daily, would have to be printed. If this is the way 
to win fame and honour it is quite out of all my ideas of 
gaining same. Such a case, if it is or has to be reported, 








The district 1s of le-s'‘than five miles radius. What would 


_“Scrutator’s” grievance is a very good one. The adver- | «* Scrutator "’ say to above? You may place it as you choose 
tising that should be stopped with a very firm hand passes | jn your columns.—Yours truly, 


RESIDENT VET. 





ROBERT REID, 


VETERINARY SURGEON, CUPAR. 
Will Visit AUCHTERMUCHTY 
MONDAYS and THURSDAYS. 

Orders left at Albert Villa, Auchtermuchty, will 
receive Prompt Attention. 








Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
of the paper only and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of writers, not necessarily for publication. 


Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham ~ 


Road, London, 8.W. 
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